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Title 3--
The President
Menorandum of April 29, 1994

Gover nnment -t o- Governnent Relations Wth Native
Anmerican Tribal Governnents

Menorandum for the Heads of Executive Departnments and
Agenci es

The United States Governnment has a unique | ega
relationship with Native Anerican tribal governments as
set forth in the Constitution of the United States,
treaties, statutes, and court decisions. As executive
departnments and agenci es undertake activities affecting
Native Anmerican tribal rights or trust resources, such
activities should be inplenmented in a know edgeabl e,
sensitive manner respectful of tribal sovereignty.
Today, as part of an historic nmeeting, | amoutlining
princi ples that executive departments and agenci es,

i ncl udi ng every conponent bureau and office, are to
follow in their interactions with Native Anerican
tribal governments. The purpose of these principles is
to clarify our responsibility to ensure that the
Federal Government operates within a governnent-to-
governnent relationship with federally recogni zed
Native Anerican tribes. | amstrongly commtted to

buil ding a nore effective day-to-day working
relationship reflecting respect for the rights of self-
governnment due the sovereign tribal governnents.

In order to ensure that the rights of sovereign triba
governnments are fully respected, executive branch
activities shall be guided by the follow ng:

(a) The head of each executive departnment and
agency shall be responsible for ensuring that the
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department or agency operates within a governnent-to-
government relationship with federally recognized
tribal governments.

(b) Each executive departnment and agency shal
consult, to the greatest extent practicable and to the
extent permitted by law, with tribal governments prior
to taking actions that affect federally recognized
tribal governments. All such consultations are to be
open and candid so that all interested parties may
eval uate for thenselves the potential inpact of
rel evant proposals.

(c) Each executive departnment and agency shal
assess the inpact of Federal Governnent plans,
projects, programs, and activities on tribal trust
resources and assure that tribal governnent rights and
concerns are considered during the devel opment of such
pl ans, projects, progranms, and activities.

(d) Each executive departnment and agency shall take
appropriate steps to renove any procedural inpedinments
to working directly and effectively with triba
governments on activities that affect the trust
property and/ or governnental rights of the tribes.

(e) Each executive departnment and agency shall work
cooperatively with other Federal departments and
agencies to enlist their interest and support in
cooperative efforts, where appropriate, to acconplish
the goals of this menorandum

(f) Each executive departnment and agency shal
apply the requirenments of Executive Orders Nos. 12875
(° " Enhancing the Intergovernnental Partnership'') and
12866 (" "Regul atory Pl anning and Review ') to design
solutions and tailor Federal prograns, in appropriate
circunst ances, to address specific or uni que needs of
tribal communities.

The head of each executive department and agency shal
ensure that the departnment or agency's bureaus and
conponents are fully aware of this nenorandum through
publication or other means, and that they are in
conpliance with its requirenents

This menmorandumis intended only to inprove the

i nternal managenent of the executive branch and is not

i ntended to, and does not, create any right to

admi ni strative or judicial review, or any other right
or benefit or trust responsibility, substantive or
procedural, enforceable by a party against the United
States, its agencies or instrunentalities, its officers
or enpl oyees, or any other person.

The Director of the O fice of Managenent and Budget is
authorized and directed to publish this memrandumin
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t he Federal Register.

(Presidential Sig.)<Cintonl>><Cinton2>

THE WH TE HOUSE,
Washi ngton, April 29, 1994.
[ FR Doc. 94-10877
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